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“We hope that teleconferencing may allow students to interact with the professional 
scientific community as they prepare to do their own original research,” Clem said. 
 Our professionals have committed to working one-on-one as mentors with the 
academy students by assisting with projects, Holloway said.  
 U.S. Army Developmental Test Command’s Brian Simmons, deputy to the 
commander/technical director, and Steve Clark, director for business development, are both 
members of the APG Science and Technology (S&T) Board, which has been involved every 
step of the way with the Academy, she said. 
“Representatives from the U.S. Army Research, Development and Engineering Command, 
Army Materiel Systems Analysis Activity, Chemical Materials Agency, Army Environmental 
Center, Army Ordnance Mechanical Maintenance School, DTC, Aberdeen Test Center, APG 
Garrison, along with many members of the APG community have also played key roles,” 
Holloway said. 
 Clark commented on APG’s goals for the partnership with the students. 

“We wanted to look at any opportunities to interface with all Harford County Public 
Schools, where our people could serve as mentors and judges for science projects, and 
tutoring students while trying to build bridges between the community and APG,” Clark said. 
 “Our first real involvement, both professionally and personally, was to work with 
members of the APG S&T Board to support the schools on behalf of APG,” Clark said.  

The APG S&T Board represents APG organizations who work together as 
professionals and technologists to bring knowledge of the different fields of expertise 
together to speak as one voice and to be a single source for the local community to go to be 
“pointed in the right direction to the capabilities and facilities on APG,” he said. 
 “We can give teachers an idea of how we work so that they can replicate, to a certain 
degree, the ideas and concepts that APG professionals use in their everyday work,” Clark 
said. 
 For instance, the traditional chemistry labs are wet labs, but a lot of the current 
teaching takes place in a dry lab concept, according to Clark.  
 “The APG board can help teachers set up their space so that kids can interface with 
each other more directly,” Clark said. “This also helps the teachers create their curriculum 
and provides students the opportunity to use a real world application of what they’re learning 
in schools to reinforce what they‘re studying and to build interest in the subject matter.”  

Clark also discussed the future goals and physical advantages of the SMA labs. 
“The idea is if we can eventually teleconference with schools and people around the 

world, then the students could get to discuss topics with a high-level scientist or engineer,” 
Clark said. “The SMA program is in its infancy this year. There is a learning curve for all 
involved.”  

Clem referred to the "pioneers" of the SMA who are the first group of students to 
enroll in the program and the teachers who signed on to educate them.” 

“These young men and women came to the SMA on a promise of a unique 
educational experience. Students came to a program that had no building, no previous 
students, and no tried-and-true curriculum,” Clem said. “Yet they are flourishing. They are 
now a tight knit group of friends and competitors.” 

“I am proud of them and I know that they will go to accomplish great things because 
they have our help, the help of HCPS, APG, and the professional scientific community who 
are ready to support and encourage them to achieve,” she said. 

When the SMA is fully operational it will have 200 students from grades 9-12. The 
SMA is in the process of evaluating applications for next year's freshman class, according to 
Clem. 

Holloway commented on the long-term hopes and goals for the SMA students.  
“What this really gives students is an advantage to achieve their own goals in higher 

education in science and technology,” Holloway said. “After they earn their advanced degree, 
they will remember their experience with APG and return to Harford County to seek 
employment.”  
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